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The decline of the Mali Empire 
Mali Empire was one of the strongest Empires in African in its time. The Empire reigned from the year 1235 to 1670. The Empire was formed by Sundiata Keita, known for its wealthy ruler's ad precisely, Mansa Musa. The Empire mostly used the Manding languages. The type of ruling in the Empire was monarchial. The Empire flourished until a time in the 17th century that it started its decline. There were very many causative factors that contributed to the decline of the mega Empire. The most compelling factors that were imminent for the decline of the Empire were weak rulers, the opening of new trade routes, and the rise of the Songhai Empire in its neighborhood.
When leaders become weak, the journey to fall becomes imminent. The Empire was in decline by the 15th century, although it continued to operate until the early 17th century. The fight for the accession of power among the royal family members contributed to the decline of the Empire. There were established ill-motivated rules that often led to civil war by brothers and uncles as they fought over the throne. Instead of concentrating on strengthening the Empire and developing ways to counter the emerging new empires around the Mali Empire, the brothers and uncles were busy fighting to determine who would ascend to power and have his share of the wealth.  The wrangles weakened the kingdom's ruling, and as a response to the struggles, other trade routes continuously started to develop and shifted the centers of trade elsewhere (Jansen, 332). It was hard to manage leadership struggles and the Empire simultaneously, and the Empire was doomed to fall. Any country with conflict has low chances of developing since the people can't invest freely and are in fear, they will be demonstrations which lead to loss of property. Political indifferences affect the leadership of any empire, making it have high chances of falling.
In addition to the leadership wrangles, there was the establishment of new trade routes. Like for instance, the Sailing of ships across the Mediterranean. Most of the European ships and precisely the Portuguese ships started to sail down the west coast of Africa. The sailors' increased operation in the west coast led to the Saharan caravans' shift as competition increased and the sea transport was the most convenient route. Transporting goods to the Mediterranean Sea from West Africa had become the most effective means of transport then. The main source of wealth in the Mali Empire was the trade of gold and salt mines and through the control of the trans-Saharan trade routes. Now that the routes changed and the Mali Empire was not centrally positioned in the new trade routes, the Mali Empire gradually weakened and fell. 
Furthermore, the rise of the Songhai Empire in the neighborhood of the Mali Empire weakened it further (Oulhadji). The Songhai rulers became opportunistic enough to take advantage of the declining Mali Empire to build s very strong Empire around them and expanded their rule. Under the reign of Sonni Ali, the Malian Empire was surpassed by the Songhai Empire. Sonni worked out so hard to take out the Empire from its hard start. The dependency over the Mali empire decline and Songhai rose to be a strong empire in West Africa. 
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